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“He Was Moved With Compassion”
Fred Nowell

Throughout our lives, there have been things that have touched us in ways that 

would move us to action.  Some things would cause such a stir within that we would give 

of ourselves, our means or even our hearts having a strong and sincere compassion. 

Though misleading, deception, or lies (however one chooses to dress up sinful behavior) 

have caused the hearts of many to harden, there are still times (even for them) that bring a 

tear or stillness inside that brings us closer to the way Jesus was so many times with those 

around Him.

Jesus emptied Himself and put on flesh and lived with a fleshly body like you and 

I (Phil. 2:7ff).  Though He lived a sinless life, He "was in all points tempted like as we 

are..." (Heb. 4:15).  Jesus knows all about our struggles and He understands and is moved 

when we hurt and when we have need.  As our Lord walked about this world, seeking and 

saving the lost, He would often be "moved with compassion."  Our Lord is a 

compassionate Lord.  Our understanding of compassion is often different from what it 

ought to be.  The word most often translated as our English word compassion is a word 

that means "to have the bowels yearn, feel sympathy, to pity" (according to James 

Strong).  The "bowels" of man refers to a deep, inward affection.  It's that feeling deep 

inside that moves us to action.

As Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10:38), He often had multitudes of people 

following Him.  This was not always for the right reason, much like today.  In Matthew 

9:36, when Jesus "saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because 

they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd."  Inspiration paints 

a picture that those of the first century would have fully understood.  A shepherd "leads" 

sheep; they do not "push" them.  If sheep had no shepherd to lead them, they would 

wander each their own way, ultimately falling prey to wolves and the like.  The 

compassion Jesus had for the people was the same.  It is a pitiful sight for our Lord to see 

those wondering in the world as lost sheep.  His compassion moved Him to care for them 



as best He could.  Jesus is the "good shepherd" (Jn. 10:11ff.) but He did not and does not 

demand any to follow him. 

As Christians, disciples of Jesus, we are to have the same compassion for others 

that He had.  Jesus' compassion moved Him to feed, heal, make see, cleanse, bring to life 

and ultimately reward.  This kind of compassion needs to be in the lives of those that 

wear His name.  Christians have put on Christ (Gal. 3:27) and we are to imitate Him to 

the best of our ability.  

We are to have a moving compassion, motivated by love (agape) even for those 

against us (Mt. 5:44).  Our compassion is to be the same as it was for the Samaritan who 

was moved to help when he had opportunity to do so (Lk. 10:33; Gal. 6:10).  When it 

comes to brethren (the church), we are to have a deep compassion for each other (1 Pet. 

3:8).  John says "whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 

shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" 

(1 Jn 3:17).  

Let us collectively focus on compassion.  Not only during this time of the year 

when many do, but rather let us continue to have the same mind as our Lord in every way. 

"Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life.  And of some have compassion, making a difference" (Jude 1:21-22).


